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public mind, depend not so much on the fact that

it is put in the House as on the personal weight of
the member who brings it forward.

A public man of repute has facilities for carrying
out the ventilating process without the assistance

of Parliament.   If a person wants an administrative
evil remedied, or a new project accepted, he may

wnte about it to the papers, or he may get up a

public meeting and have speeches delivered upon it;
and by such methods he might well render more

effectual help to his cause than if he requested the
member for his division to ask a question in the
House of Commons. Or he may induce some
persons of influence to go in deputation and talk
about the subject to one of the ministers. Thereby
he serves a double object: he may perhaps bring
over to his views the temporarily omnipotent indi-
vidual, who cans if he chooses, give effect to them;
and if he does not succeed in that, he will, at any
rate, have brought the matter before the notice of
the newspaper-reading world in what may be called
a formal and official manner. The practice of
sending deputations to ministers is a tacit recognition
of the changing relations between the Government
and Parliament. It implies that for immediate
and practical purposes it is. more useful to persuade
the Cabinet than to persuade the .House of
Commons.*